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                                  Press release

New generation emergency contraception is effective for 5 days
Ulipristal acetate will be available in Belgium and in Luxembourg
Brussels - 9 September 2009. Besins Healthcare Benelux, a Belgian pharmaceutical company specialising in the production and distribution of medicines for men and women, will distribute a new generation emergency contraception called ulipristal acetate in Belgium and the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg. This new pill has been developed by the French laboratory HRA Pharma and received unanimous marketing authorisation for the European market in May.
Clinical studies performed on over 4 000 women with ulipristal acetate have shown impressive efficacy of around 95% that remains constant for 5 days, which is exactly the length of time that sperm can survive in the uterus. 

The tolerance profile is comparable to that of the emergency hormonal contraception that is currently used (levonorgestrel), which is commonly called the "morning after pill" and for which efficacy gradually falls over a period of 3 days.  

Ulipristal acetate, which is taken in one go, can therefore be administered during the 5 days following non-protected or poorly protected intercourse, which may take place during adolescence as people are just starting to experiment sexually and the first time they have sex through lack of experience, but also in adulthood due to the absence or failure of contraception (a damaged or lost condom, a forgotten pill, contraception started too late, diarrhoea, vomiting, antibiotic treatment, etc.). 

“This new emergency contraception provides real added value for women because they gain a few days if they have had a contraception problem. And this can happen more easily than most women might imagine,” explains gynaecologist Mireille Merckx, drawing on her extensive experience in family planning in the centre of Brussels. “According to figures from the World Health Organization, it seems that 75% of unwanted pregnancies could have been avoided had women been better informed about emergency contraception and how to use it correctly. And let’s not talk about the “morning after pill” but about “emergency contraception”. It acts preventively and does not cause an abortion. It is useful to know because 6 out of 10 women admit that they have forgotten to take their pill at one time or another.”

Ulipristal acetate (ellaOne®) will be a prescription-only medicine and should appear on the Belgian market from 1 October.
Besins Healthcare
Besins Healthcare Benelux is the Belgian subsidiary of the Besins Healthcare group.  Besins Healthcare (www.besins-healthcare.com) is a Belgian family pharmaceutical company specialising in the development, production and distribution of medicines and food supplements for the well-being of men and women. Its specialist therapeutic fields are hormone replacement therapy (HRT) for the menopause, reproductive medicine and endocrinology. Besins Healthcare Benelux already distributes NorLevo – emergency contraception based on levonorgestrel – in Belgium and the Grand Duchy of Luxemburg.  Based in Brussels, Besins Healthcare is present in over 90 countries through its subsidiaries and a network of business partners. It has a production site at Drogenbos in Belgium. 
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